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Will the ambivalence of current transatlantic relations persist or will it give way to
more amicable policy cooperation or sharper political conflicts? This lecture argues
the case for the persistence of political ambivalence. Transatlantic relations are
confronting a double challenge. Europe’s multi-tiered and multi-faceted polity is
struggling with gaining a clearer sense of self. At the same time America’s imperium
is recalibrating the balance between its territorial and non-territorial powers.
Europe’s polity and America’s imperium are variants of a contested, yet common
civilization. They are both united and divided by state interests and market dynam-
ics. Far from being an anomaly, political ambivalence is what we should expect.

Peter J. Katzenstein is the Walter S. Carpenter, Jr. Professor of International Studies at
Cornell University. His research and teaching lie at the intersection of the fields of interna-
tional relations and comparative politics. He is the author, coauthor, editor or coeditor of over
30 books and over 100 scholarly articles and book chapters addressing a broad range of
economic, security and cultural issues in world politics. Since 2005 his published books have
focused on European identity, European religion, anti-Americanism, Japanese security pol-
icy, Asian regionalism, and regionalism in world politics. His current research focuses among
others on America as a civilizational imperium. Recipient of humerous awards and prizes,
Katzenstein was elected to the American Academy of Arts and Sciences in 1988 and is
currently the president-elect of the American Political Science Association.
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