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ABSTRACT 

European Court jurisprudence has recently attracted considerable public attention in debates about “social 

tourism” or “welfare migration”. The substantive debate concerns the questions whether EU citizens’ right to 

free movement, as interpreted by ECJ case law, facilitates access to the social systems of other EU member 

states, and if this is the case, whether and how to respond politically. Opinions differ greatly as to the Court’s 

domestic impact – from promoting transnational solidarity in Europe to undermining national welfare systems – 

but, in fact, very little is known about the systematic effects of European Court jurisprudence. The lecture will, 

first, discuss on a general level research on Europeanization through case law and, secondly, present 

preliminary empirical findings on the political responses to the Court’s jurisprudence in two countries that are 

often regarded as ‘most likely’ targets of welfare migration: Austria and Germany. Domestic political 

responses, it is argued, depend on whether existing legal uncertainty is mainly a burden for migrants or state 

officials. 
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mailto:office.pol@ihs.ac.at

