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Fascination with 
autonomous cars 

▶ As early as 1930s: 

David H. Keller: The 

Living Machine, 1935 

▶ Asimov: Sally, 1953 

▶ Arthur C. Clarke: 

Imperial Earth, 1976 

Introduction 



AVs as ‘kinotopias‘ 
(moving spaces) 

▶ SciFi imagination:  

▶ Seamlessness spatio-social  

geometries of tech change 

▶ Imagination as SciFi 

▶ Social change vs. technology 

change 

 

Introduction 



What are we talking about ? 

Mapping the territory 

New mobilities 
(everything & everyone on the move) 

‘Post car‘ world 

Autonomous mobility 

Driverless cars 
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What autonomous is ? 

Mapping the territory 



What is autonomous? 

Mapping the territory 
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When is what autonomous? 

Deployment 
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What is now? 
▶ Tech: 

▶ Tech development (sensors; algorithms; modes 
of connectivity) 

▶ Real life testing 

▶ Business modelling 

▶ Behavioral modelling 

▶ Social: 

▶ Challenges of acceptance 

▶ Ethical dilemmas 

▶ Privacy and cybersecurity 

▶ Ownership & availability 

▶ Public policy 

▶ Regulation 

▶ Urban planning 

▶ Public Transportation strategy 

 

 

State-of-the art 
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Current challenges 

▶ Social: 

▶ Trolley problem (ethics) 

▶ MaaS/PT solutions (business) 

▶ Public policy 

▶ Vienna Convention 

▶ Accessibility levels 

▶ Tech: 

▶ High-resolution mapping vs 

improved vision systems 

▶ Scaling up LIDAR scanner solutions 

 

 

Challenges 



Future challenges 

Opportunities 

▶ PTs & MaaS 

▶ How will public and private 

transportation coexist? 

▶ Urban infrastructure  

▶ How will AM impact our shared 

spaces? 

▶ How to plan our UI for the unknown? 

▶ Politics of Research and 

Innovation 

▶ How will technology shape our 

future(s)? 
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R&I Challenges 

▶ Politics of epistemology 
▶ Who knows what? 

▶ Participation & citizens engagement 

▶ Who controls what? 

▶ Technology/industry push vs. ? 

▶ Politics of the spatial 
▶ Who designs what? 

▶ How to design for the unknown? 

▶ Who inhabits what? 

▶ How to plan for ‘the brave new world‘ 

▶ Politics of technology 
▶ Is there still a private and public? 
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Food for thought 

Introduction 

Shared 
spaces? 

Shared 
systems? 

Shared 
knowledge(s)? 

? 
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