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At the intersection of political science and economics, the RG 
focuses on national and European public finance and fiscal policy 
including reform efforts at the national and EU level (EMU), on 
social policy at the micro- and macroeconomic level (economic 
impact of aging population, migration and reforms of pension and 
social security systems) and on the democratic legitimacy of 
governance in a national and  European context (elections, 
participation and protest, public opinion, Euroscepticism and 
parliamentary legitimacy).  
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The RG works mainly with quantitative data, statis-

tical methods and macroeconomic models that are 

complemented by qualitative data, e.g. interviews 

with political actors.  

▶ European Social Survey 

Since 2013, the RG/Dr. Peter Grand is responsible 

for the ESS as the national coordinator for Austria. 

The survey is conducted every two years through-

out Europe, with the last wave covering 20 coun-

tries. It focuses on citizens’ opinions and values 

within the context of the substantial institutional 

and political changes within the nation state and 

the European integration project.  

▶ TaxLab 

TaxLab, a computable general equilibrium model 

developed at the IHS since 2004, is used to analyse 

and quantify the macroeconomic impacts of policy 

reforms related to the labour market, the pension 

system and taxes. It covers Austria and 13 other 

countries of the European Union, either separately 

or together in a multi-country version.  
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