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Frequent testing (gargle –pool – PCR) of a 
representative group of pupils and teachers

• Already before Delta and 
Omicron surges, pupils were
as frequently infected as
teachers

• Children 5-10 y were as
frequently infected as older
pupils

• Pupils in schools with high 
social deprivation index have
higher infection risk



Frequent testing of a representative group of
pupils and teachers

Anterior-nasal antigen tests
detect only about 20% of
infected pupils



Masks

Schools with mandatory
masking during Delta surge: 
Less in-school transmission
than schools with optional or
partial masking policies

Helleis et al. 2022 https://zenodo.org/record/6049289#.YovwHS-23fABoutzoukas et al. 2022 Paediatrics

Ventilation



Vaccination rate in children is too low

Vaccinated/Recovered – different age groups in Austria
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Modified from A.  Brosch



Four pillars for safe 
kindergartens and 
schools

• Vaccination (3x): Pupils, 
kindergarten teachers, teachers

• Clean air: CO2-sensors and exhaust 
fans

• Frequent testing: PCR (and antigen 
tests)

• Masks: schools, at high incidences 
in the respective age group https://futureoperations.at/expert-opinions/


