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The Austrian National Public Health Institute in brief

ωFounded by national law in 2006

-Service Centre for Research, Planning, Health Promotion, Quality, Economics and Evaluations in 

the Health Sector

-Some mandated tasks (e.g., Poison Information Centre, Stemcell transplantation, Health Work 

Force Registry, Medical Devices Registry) ðbut no explicit surveillance or epidemiology tasks 

ωOwned by the Federal State of Austria, represented by MoH

ωThree business units

Austrian National Institute for Health Services Research (ÖBIG), established in 1973 to 

plan, regulate and reform the Austrian Health Care System

Austrian Health Promotion Fund (FGÖ), established in 1992 with the task to encourage 

health promotion and prevention in Austria

Austrian National Institute for Quality in Health Care (BIQG), established in 2007, 

responsible for developing, implementing and evaluating a nationwide quality system on 

behalf of the federal government
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Containment 1.0

Starting point:

Exponential increase in Sars Cov 2 cases in early March ô20

Containment 1.0 objectives :

ωStopping the rate of increase and reducing the number of 

cases

ωMaintaining the functioning of the health system

Measures in containment 1.0:

ωClosing the borders - disrupting travel

ωMarch 15, 2020 - total lockdown of social and economic 

life

ωDevelopment and expansion of the Covid -19 capacities in 

the healthcare sector

ωFederally coordinated procurement of protective devices

ωòAt any cost"3
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What we did not foreseeé. (at least partially )

Immediate overdrive mode in media

Expert emerging like mushrooms in a rainy 

forest

People are not able anymore to objectively 

deal with a communicable disease

WHO had a slow start 

Faster than anticipated global spread 

Poor information on actual disease severity



What we did not foreseeé

FEAR ðFEAR ðFEAR 

Ą People and society accepted 

fairly draconian restrictions



Corona myths ðIt is not a long way from absurd 

to agressive



Containment 2.0

Starting point:

ωControl of the chain of infection and low number of cases (summer 2020)

Containment 2.0 objectives:

ωOpening of social life according to risk management considerations

ωGradual restoration of economic life

ωProtection of the elderly population and risk groups Ą subscription of vaccines -to -be

ωRestoration of standard care in the healthcare system and ensuring COVID -related 

capacities.

ωRapid action in the event of an outbreak

ωSocietal and personal rules
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Containment 3.0, 4.0, 5.0 Ą Summary

ωPhases of the pandemic in Austria

Everything is over after two months

Once we have a vaccine everything will be better

Well, vaccination is not that easy- going

Source: https://www.thelancet.com/article/S0140 -6736(20)32318 -7/fulltext

https://www.thelancet.com/article/S0140-6736(20)32318-7/fulltext


Containment 3.0, 4.0, 5.0 Ą Summary

ωPhases of the pandemic in Austria

Everything is over after two months

Once we have a vaccine everything will be better

Well, vaccination is not that easy- going

Its getting more and more complex

Source: https://www.krone.at/2320031


