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The EU is widely viewed as the "gold standard" of regional projects around the
world. Regionalism in other parts of the world is typically judged vis a vis the institu-
tionalization and the pooling of sovereignty found in the European experience of
integration. The lecture will explore why comparing the EU to other regional projects
needs to be undertaken with great care.

Alberta Sbragia is the Jean Monnet Chair ad personam and the Mark A. Nordenberg Uni-
versity Chair at the University of Pittsburgh where she directs the European Union Center of
Excellence and the European Studies Center. Her work has included the study of compara-
tive federalism, comparative regionalism, European Union environmental policy, and the
EU's institutional development. One of her main publications is “Review Article: Comparative
Regionalism.” Journal of Common Market Studies. Annual Review. Vol. 46: 29-50.
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