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ABSTRACT 

Policy change is an important concept in comparative policy analysis. Despite its centrality, most 
empirical studies fail to provide clear-cut definitions and measurement of this concept. Against this 
background, emphasis is placed on the evaluation of previous scholarship on policy change in the 
areas of social and environmental policy. It turns out that most studies use proxies for measuring 
policy change even though they contradict the basic idea of policy-making activities. Furthermore, 
studies usually neither capture the complexity of policy change, nor do they take the possibility of 
policy change through dismantling into account. Additionally, the empirical focus of most analyses 
is too narrow, which impedes robust statements about causality. In response to these flaws, I pro-
pose a new conceptual perspective, which captures policy change as a broader empirical phe-
nomenon. I continue to discuss its advantages but also disadvantages and show the implications 
for the research process. 
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