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levels of compliance. However, the Commission has not been able adequately to per-
form its control function. The Brussels bureaucracy lacks appropriate resources for 
active monitoring. Therefore, a significant part of implementation problems escapes 
its attention. 

Systematic differences between three worlds of compliance 

Most importantly, the results reveal huge disparities between different groups of 
member states in the way they typically fulfill their EU-related duties. What emerges 
from this observation is a typology of three “worlds of compliance”, which results 
from the varying importance of a culture of law-abidingness in the political and ad-
ministrative systems of the member states. In the world of law observance, the pres-
ence of a culture of good compliance among political and administrative actors usu-
ally ensures fast and correct implementation. Denmark or Sweden are examples of 
this group of countries. In the world of neglect, the absence of such a culture in both 
the political and administrative systems typically leads to long phases of bureaucratic 
inertia and rather apolitical implementation processes. Greece or France conform to 
this pattern. In the world of domestic politics, administrations usually work dutifully, 
but since a culture of law-abidingness is absent in the political realm, implementing 
EU law typically depends on the fit with the political preferences of government par-
ties and other powerful players in the domestic arena. This is the largest cluster, in-
volving countries like Austria, Germany and the UK. 

The central theoretical implication of this typology is that the quest for uniform theo-
retical models to explain compliance with EU law is futile. Instead, different theoreti-
cal propositions may explain the implementation performance of different country 
clusters. 

 

More information on the project: http://www.mpifg.de/socialeurope 
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