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Professor Wallace will report on newly available data on voting in the
Council of the European Union available at www.councildata.cergu.gu.se
and the insights that these provide into how negotiations take place in the
Council. Despite the rules for taking decisions by qualified majority voting

member governments seem to prefer to reach their decisions more often
by consensus rather than with explicit voting. This pattern has so far per-
sisted in the enlarged European Union of 27 members. What is much
harder to establish is how the voting rules operate implicitly in shaping de-
cisions.
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