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The IHS is Austria’s premier postgraduate research and training institute. It runs postgraduate 
teaching programmes and conducts both internal and contracted research in the disciplines of 
political science, sociology and economics. 

The IHS Department of Political Science has received funding for a project on the role of 
domestic party politics in international negotiations. In the context of this project, the Department 
is now inviting applications for a Pre-doctoral Researcher in Political Science (50 per cent of 
standard working hours). 
 

Tasks 

The successful candidate is expected to undertake empirical research on the impact of party 
political changes of government on the government positions of two major European countries, 
France and Germany, towards two of the most contested issues in recent international 
regulation, climate change policy and the reduction of agricultural subsidies, in two different 
governance arenas, the European Union and global politics (UN, WTO). The main sources of 
information will be a large-scale analysis of press coverage and a set of additional expert 
interviews. The successful candidate will be encouraged to write a PhD thesis on a topic related 
to the project. 
 

Requirements 

Applicants must hold a Master’s degree in political science or similar disciplines. Excellent 
language skills in both German and French are a prerequisite to be able to conduct the two 
country studies. A good command of the English language, which is one of the working 
languages of the Department, is also highly desirable. Prior experience in working with some of 
the topics of the project would be an asset, but not a requirement. In general, we are seeking 
candidates with enthusiasm for empirical research and the ability to collaborate in a small and 
dedicated team. 
 

Terms of contract 

Initially, the appointment is for two years, but a one or two year extension is possible, provided 
that subsequent grant applications are successful. The commencement date is 15 March or 
1 April 2009. The annual gross salary will amount to approximately 18,000 Euro (about 14,000 
Euro after deductions). 
 

Interested candidates should e-mail their CV and the contact details of two referees to Elisabet 
Torggler (office.pol@ihs.ac.at). The closing date for applications is 15 February 2009. 
Interviews will be held until the end of February. We are striving for gender balance; women are 
therefore particularly encouraged to apply. 
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